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SCIENCE 


FROM ADOPTED 
EMBRYO TO BIOLA 


Twenty years later, a young woman and daughter of a former 
Register sports writer reflects on her special entry into the world 


KEITH DURFLINGER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Hannah Strege, in the Biola University library, made history by becoming the first person to be adopted as a frozen embryo 20 years ago. 


By Sandra T. Molina » smolina@scng.com » @MolinaSGVN on Twitter 


In many ways, Hannah Strege is a typical teenager on the verge 
of adulthood. 

The 19-year-old college freshman likes to listen to music, go 
shopping with her mom and head out to the movies — preferably 
romantic comedies — with friends at the spur of the moment. 

But her entry into the world was anything but typical. 


Twenty years ago, she was the first frozen embryo to be adopted. 

“Tt was never a secret,” said Hannah, who is studying sociology 
at Biola University in La Mirada. “I don’t feel different than anyone 
else because it’s all I know.” 

Her mother explained “to her early on that she was a seed in a 
freezer that was put into my tummy to grow,” Marlene Strege said. 

In the years since, Marlene and John Strege, a couple of strong 
faith, have made it their mission to spread the word about this alter- 
native way to grow a family. 
A friend’s suggestion 

The year was 1997, and Marlene Strege was undergoing infertil- 
ity treatments, all of which ultimately failed. Her doctor said the 
only possibility would be in vitro fertilization, when eggs are fertil- 


ized outside of the body. She was uncomfortable with the concept. 

KRISTA NILES — NEW YORK TIMES FILE PHOTO 
Two-and-a-half-year-old Hannah Strege sleeps on her father’s 
shoulder during a House subcommittee meeting on stem cell 
research in Washington, D.C., in 2001. 


“What if we had remaining embryos, what would happen to 


them?” Marlene Strege said in a recent sit-down interview at Biola, 
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GOVERNMENT 


Shutdown fears rise 3 
as lawmakers clash eae per 3R 


Members of Congress argued 4 AFA - 
over immigration ahead of a ie 
government funding deadline, 
ratcheting up chances for a 
shutdown at week’s end. NEws 3 


BIG WAVES 


RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


Lawmakers subpoena 
Steve Bannon in probe 
President Trump's 
former ally and 
chief strategist 
was questioned 
Tuesday by the 
House Intelligence 
Committee. 
NEWS 4 


Bannon 


CHILE 


Pope acknowledges 
pain of sexual abuse 


On a visit to Santiago, the pon- 
tiff apologized for “irreparable 
damage” victims suffered from 


MINDY SCHAUER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Great breaks: A bodyboarder enjoys the ride Tuesday in Seal Beach, where the surf measured up to 8 


the clergy's sex abuse. NEws6 feet. Big surf is showing up along the coast as the winter's largest swell hits. LocaL1 
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TORTURE CASE 


STAN LIM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Sophia Grant, medical director of 
the child abuse and neglect unit at 
Riverside University Health System, 
speaks to the media on Tuesday. 


13 living 
in Perris 
home 

face long 
recovery 


Girl who alerted 
authorities praised; 
experts detail road 
ahead for victims 


By Brian Rokos 
brokos@scng.com 
@Brian_Rokos on Twitter 


The 13 Perris children and 
young adults who authori- 
ties say suf- 
fered stunted 
growth be- 
cause of tor- 
ture and ne- 
glect by their 
parents likely 
face a long re- 
habilitation, 
both physi- 
cally and psychologically, an ex- 
pert suggested. 

Sophia Grant, medical director 
of the child abuse and neglect unit 
at Riverside University Health 
System, has not treated the chil- 
dren. But at a Riverside County 
sheriff's news conference Tuesday, 
she spoke about similar cases. 

At the half-hour briefing, where 
media crowded shoulder-to- 

TORTURE » PAGE 8 


Inside: Family 
members of 

the 13 children 
and young adults 
said they learned 
of their captiv- 
ity from news 
reports. NEWS 8 


INVESTIGATION 


Parents 
say killing 
could be 
hate crime 


Documents show 
suspect used gay 
slur to describe 
Blaze Bernstein 


By Tony Saavedra 
and Kelly Puente 
tsaavedra@scng.com 
and kpuente@scng.com 


The parents of Blaze Bern- 
stein, a pre-med student who was 
stabbed repeat- 
edly and dumped 
in a shallow grave 
in Lake Forest, say 
his death might be 
a hate crime. 

If the death 
is prosecuted 
as a hate crime, 
it could bring a 
stricter sentence. 

Documents show the suspect, 
Samuel Lincoln Woodward, used 
a gay slur to describe their son 
while talking to Orange County 
sheriff’s investigators. 


Bernstein 
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